Saint Michael’s Catholic Parish
12 Sproule Street - Nelson Bay 2315

Phone Number: 4981 1069 Mobile: 0401 233 650

N~ Email: stmichaelsnb@mn.catholic.org.au

— www.nelsonbaycatholicchurch.com
ST MICHAEL'S

WELSON BAY Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle

Twenty-Fifth Sundagiri Ordinary Time Year A
20 September 2026

We acknowledge the Worimi people - the traditional custodians of this land.
The Lord is near to all who call him.
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WEEKEND MASS TIMES COMMUNITY SAFETY ATOUR ST MICHAEL THE
e - MASSES ARCHANGEL
Reconciliation: L . . .
Saturday The following information is to assist PRAYER
4.00pm - 4.45 pm parishioners and visitors: Saint Michael the
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm | Face masks are available at the church Archangel,
Sunday Mass: 8.30 am entrance. defend us in battle.
Exposition and Hand sanitiser is available at the church | Be our protection against
Adoration entrance. the wickedness and
One Hour before Mass Holy Water is available and changed snares of the devil;
WEEKDAY MASS regularly. May God rebuke him,
Tuesday 5.00pm Please take your bulletin home with you we humbly pray;
Wednesday 9.15am after Mass. And do thou,
Thursday 5.00pm There are two collection plates during Mass. O Prince of the
Friday 9.15am Thank you for your continued support. The Heavenly Host,
NURSING HOME following option is available: by the_ POV‘I{‘eruosf God,
MASSES The First Collection supports Diocesan cas‘:jln‘lclo ('al 'a'gan
Every First Thursday Clergy. z;n a evnhsplrltsl q
10.00am Regis Aged Care | The Second Collection supports our Parish. who roam t 16 wor
Corlette. seeking the ruin of souls.
Every Second Wednesday | HOLY COMMUNION Amen.
10.30 am Uniting. The Communion host can be received in the
Muller Street h . . . N
and, and on the tongue with care. Since the latter is deemed high risk, please

Salamander Bay

Every Fourth Thursday
10.00am Harbourside

proceed to the Priest or Deacon only and at the end of the line.

Shoal Bay. GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE
Those requiring gluten-free hosts should approach Deacon Gerard or Fr.
PARISH CONTACTS Anthony after the regular Communion line has concluded to receive them
PARISH PRIEST: directly. - A separate ciborium containing consecrated gluten-free hosts will

Fr. Anthony Nguyen

Phone: 0420 401 025 be kept in the tabernacle.

[P,)A_&!SGﬂD_E&A%Q% - Nursing Home Mass Thursday 24 September 10.00 am at
cn. Gerard McCarthy Harbourside SHOAL BAY

PARISH SECRETARY:

Mrs Dianne Maricic MEDITATION

Parish Office Hours Christian meditation is the process in which we take
9'33 amdto 509 pcllﬂ time to become aware of our infinite potential in the
meor?:soz&t%zrg; g context of the Christ event. Christian meditation is

on every Friday at 10.00 am in the multi-purpose

g{%%?%%ﬁg%kﬁ‘mv room at the back of the Church. Everyone is
: welcome to attend.

Ms Helen Bourne

Office: 4981 1111 g )
Weditation co about a deet converdion of theart’.




ST MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH - NELSON BAY
PROMOTES SAFEGUARDING, WHICH INVOLVES THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
PROACTIVE, COMMON SENSE AND PRACTICAL IDEAS THAT ENSURE THE SAFETY OF
CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS IN OUR COMMUNITY.
SAFEGUARDING PROMOTION: FOR ALL SAFEGUARDING CONCERNS WITHIN THE
PARISH, PLEASE CONTACT: FR. ANTHONY, DEACON GERARD AND
DIANNE MARICIC.

AN INVITATION TO OUR PARISH ASSEMBLY SATURDAY 31 OCTOBER 2026 (9.30AM -
3.30PM)

It has been many years since we last gathered for an Assembly, and much has changed in our parish, our
community, and the world around us. Our Bishop Michael is encouraging all parishes to connect in prayer,
conversation, and reflection on our future direction. A gathering such as this invites us to reflect on our current
parish life, celebrate our blessings, and discern together the path God is calling us to follow. Whether you have
been part of the parish for many years, have joined us more recently, attend regularly or only occasionally, you
are part of our story and you are warmly invited to participate. Through prayer, storytelling, and conversation,
we will listen to one another and explore our hopes and dreams for the future. The day will include a briefing
from Fr Matthew Muller (Vicar General) on our financial status and the opportunities/challenges that present
themselves at this time. | have accepted the support of the diocesan Mission & Evangelisation team who will
ensure that we have a handful of concrete local actions moving forward. With your support | hope to see a
renewed Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Council who can lead the inspiration and implementation. Please
save the date and consider how you might invite those who will actively contribute now and into the future.
Your voice matters and your presence will enrich our important conversations as we discern together the kind
of parish we are being called to become. Stay tuned for more information and opportunities to contribute to
the planning.

MERCY AND HOPE

Talks of Suffering, the Saints, Divine Mercy Friday 23 October & Saturday 24 October, Kurri Kurri Parish Hall Join
us for two powerful days of faith, healing, and hope Presented by Kurri Kurri Church Featuring Paul Elarde &
Tinah Deluca-Tohi. This is a free event with catering, cash donations on the day are requested to support our
speakers.

Talk 1: Finding Meaning in Suffering: Life Crisis Spirituality Talk 2: Two Saints of Mercy: Pope St. John Paul | | &
St. Faustina Talk 3: Why is this Message of Divine Mercy NEW?

Talk 4: Testimony: "Keeping the Faith through Hard Times" by Tinah Deluca-Tohi More information contact
Yvonne: 0450 323 206 See the flyer at the back of the church.

To register for catering, you can find the event at https://mn.catholic.org.au/cdmn-news/events/

NEPAL FLOODS

Caritas teams are on the ground assessing the scale of the disastrous Nepalese floods and how to respond. It is
expected that the needs will most likely include: emergency shelter and essential items, access to clean water
and sanitation, access to food and immediate and long-term recovery. If you are able to support Caritas
Australia’s Nepal Floods Appeal, visit www.caritas.org.au/nepal

PRAYERS PLEASE

Ezekiel 18:25-28
Responsorial Psalm
Remember your mercies,
O Lord.

Second Reading
Philippians 2:1-11
Gospel
Matthew 21:28-32

NEXT SUNDAY In your mercy, please pray for those who have died recently: Damir Ricov, John
: Aspinall, Sr. Maria Cao Thi Hue and those whose anniversaries occur around
%Grﬁ:::&dﬁﬂg this time: Jill Mackinnon, Frank Ferraro, Rocco Farreffa, Carmen Chetcuti,
Year A James Hanlon, Caterina Speranza, Norma Therese Innes, Francis Charles Lantry

. . and Pacifico Mardo and for the sick in our parish: Gloria Reyes, Solomon Keys,
First Reading Ben Hughes, Stephen Ogilvie, Peter Collins, Ron Finch, Damien Brinley, Robyn

Harris, Lorraine McCourt, Justin Fox, Joe Garreffa, Brenda and Brian Tucker,
Sarlic Trumbli, Clemente Quinajon, David Berkeley, Anna Tan, Johny and
Alexander Vella and David Campbell.

Masses will be offered on request. Due to privacy laws, names of the sick and deceased can only be put
in the bulletin with the permission of the immediate family.

Names on the Sick List will be removed after 4 weeks unless otherwise advised.

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: © The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, publlshed and copyrlght 1966, 1967 and 1968
by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Di: : Unless atherwise stated,
advertisements placed in this newsletter are by independent third parties who have no legal relatlanshlp w:th the Dlocese of Maitland- Newcastle.
The activities or services of the advertisers are nat supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not able to endorse the
advertisers, or the service provided and makes no representation about such matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for
the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. Text Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman
Missal © 2012, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. Al rights reserved. Prayer taken from Liturgy Help @ 2024. Images
were taken from Liturgy Help, Caritas and Microsoft Clip Art. All rights reserved. Copyright @ 2024 NAPCAN.
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Australian
Women’'s Canon

e, . o
Law Scholarship . .
A new opportunity is emerging for 2 oz : :
women in the Australian Church! i o @

A Collective of Australian Women Religious

institutions are coming together to establish a

Canon Law Scholarship desighed to support

the formation of women to serve in

governance, leadership, and ministry contexts

through the study of Canon Law. +61437694722
molly.payne@ismapng.org.au

If this sparks your interest, or someone
comes to mind who may be suited to this

pathway, we would love to begin a
conversation!

SCAN FOR FURTHER INFO & EOI
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Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart

OLSH Provincial House
2 Kensington Road
Kensington NSW 2033
ABN: 27 510 459 769

Ph: 02 9663 3599

14/9/26

Most Reverend Fathers,

| am writing to share information about the Australian Women’s Canon Law Scholarship
and to respectfully ask whether you may be willing to assist in promoting this
opportunity through your diocesan networks, communications channels, and pastoral
contacts.

The scholarship is a collaborative initiative established by a number of women religious
congregations in Australia, including the Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
Dominican Sisters, Ursuline Sisters, Sisters of Mercy ISMAPNG, Sisters of Mercy
Parramatta, and Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart. Together, these congregations
are committed to building capacity within the Church by supporting women to
undertake studies in Canon Law.

This initiative has emerged from a shared recognition of the need to foster the formation
of women in Canon Law, particularly those who may contribute to the future of religious
life, Church governance, Public Juridic Persons, safeguarding, stewardship, and the
civil-canonical interface.

The scholarship is intended to support one or more women in undertaking formal
studies in Canon Law while participating in a comprehensive formation program. This
formation component is central to the initiative and includes mentoring, engagement
with religious congregations, participation in relevant conferences, governance
exposure, and ongoing reflection and feedback throughout the scholarship journey.

The aim is not simply to fund academic studies, but to form women who can serve the
Church with legal expertise, pastoral sensitivity, maturity, and a deep understanding of
both religious life and the Australian ecclesial context.

Expressions of Interest are now open, and we are seeking your assistance in ensuring
that this opportunity reaches women who may possess the gifts, experience, maturity,
and interest to consider this pathway. Suitable candidates may come from a variety of
backgrounds, including theology, ministry, education, leadership, governance, law,
Church administration, and community service.



Further information about the scholarship is available at:

A poster is also attached, providing additional information about the scholarship and
the process for expressing interest. We would be pleased to provide further
promotional material, including newsletter articles, social media resources, or other
communications content should this be helpful.

We would be most grateful if you would consider sharing this opportunity within your
dioceses and through appropriate formation, governance, education, leadership,
ministry, and pastoral networks. Personal encouragement and invitation may be
particularly valuable, as some suitable candidates may not immediately recognise their
potential to undertake this important ministry and field of study.

Thank you for considering this request and for any assistance you may be able to offer
in helping this opportunity reach those whom the Holy Spirit may be calling to serve the
Church through the study and practice of Canon Law.

With gratitude,
ARV WP TN

Philippa Murphy fdnsc

Provincial Leader

Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
2 Kensington Road Kensington NSW 2033
Telephone : 0415727904



Calling for Expressions of Interest - Councils and
Adyvisory Boards

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle warmly invites you to once again journey
with us in faith, open dialogue and discernment as we continue to establish and
strengthen our new Councils and Advisory Boards.

Following our initial Expressions of Interest process last year, we are now
seeking to fill some vacancies on our Councils and Advisory Boards as we
build on the strong foundation.

This next phase is an opportunity to broaden participation and ensure our
governance reflects the diversity and rich gifts of our diocesan community.

Our renewed governance model honours both civil and Church law, and is
grounded in the mission and teachings of the Church.

The Councils and Advisory Boards that have formed play an important role in
shaping the future of our Diocese, contributing to decisions that support
faithful, sustainable and mission-driven outcomes. Already our Pastoral
Council has been discerning our call to mission.

We invite people from across the Diocese who feel called to serve to submit
an expression of interest via the Diocesan website and QR
code. Link: https://mn.catholic.org.au/governance-advisory-group-eoi/

In particular, opportunities exist for those with backgrounds in
Governance, Finance Banking and Insurance.

These groups work in a synodal way marked by collaboration, respectful
listening and thoughtful conversation.

Join with us - this is a unique opportunity to share your gifts, deepen your
engagement in the life of the Church and help shape the path ahead for our
Diocese.



World Youth Day 2027

World Youth Day is an international gathering of young
people (aged 16-35) held every three years with the Pope.
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is leading a
pilgrimage in July 2027 to the next one in South Korea
with an extended retreat in Japan following. Serious
expressions of interest have now opened and can be
logged on our webpage. We expect bookings to open in
November with an $800 deposit. Learn more -
https://mn.catholic.org.au/church/world-youth-day-2027/
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