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We acknowledge the Worimi people - the traditional custodians of this land.
The Lord comes to rule the world with justice.

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

Reconciliation:
Saturday
4.00pm - 4.45 pm
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm
Sunday Mass: 8.30 am
Exposition and
Adoration
One Hour before Mass

WEEKDAY MASS

Tuesday NO MASS
Wednesday 9.t15am
Thursday 5.00pm
Friday 9.15am

NURSING HOME
MASSES

Every Second Wednesday
10.30 am Uniting
Muller Street
Salamander Bay

Every Third Thursday
10.00am Regis Age Care
Corlette.

Every Forth Thursday
10.00am Harbourside
Shoal Bay.

PARISH CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST:

Fr. Anthony Nguyen
Phone: 0420 401 025

PARISH DEACON:
Dcn Gerard McCarthy

PARISH SECRETARY:
Mrs Dianne Maricic
Parish Office Hours
9.30 am to 3.00 pm
Wednesday to Friday
Phone: 0401 233 650
STMICHAEL’S PRIMARY

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL:
Ms Helen Bourne

Office: 4981 1111

COMMUNITY SAFETY AT OUR ST MICHAEL THE
MASSES ARCHANGEL
Please be assured that we are doing all we ) PR_AYER

can to ensure our gatherings are as safe as Saint Michael the
possible: Archangel,

defend us in battle.
Be our protection against
the wickedness and
snares of the devil;
May God rebuke him,
we humbly pray;
And do thou,
O Prince of the
Heavenly Host,
by the power of God,
cast into hell Satan
and all evil spirits
who roam the world
seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

e Please do not enter the church or other
parish buildings if you are unwell. This
includes meetings/gatherings.

e No density limits apply in Places of
Worship but please allow space between
people where possible.

e Please continue to hand sanitise.

e HOLY WATER is now available and is
changed regularly.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Communion host can be received in the
hand, and on the tongue with care. Since
the latter is deemed high risk, please
proceed to the Priest or Deacon only and at
the end of the line.

ANOINTING MASS
The next Anointing Mass with be celebrated on the first Friday of each month
at the 9:15am mass.

COMMISSIONED IN HOPE MASS

If you've been inspired as a Pilgrim of Hope in 2025, you're invited to join
Bishop Michael Kennedy on Christ the King Sunday, 23 November from
5.00pm in Sacred Heart Cathedral, to celebrate our Jubilee Year blessings with
a Diocesan Mass and witness the commissioning of 100 young people for their
journey to the Australian Catholic Youth Festival in Melbourne. All are
welcome. Don't forget to bring your Pilgrim Passport and yourselves to
receive a special Jubilee year memento.

Enquiries mission@mn.catholic.org.au

MEDITATION GROUP

The light and glory of God are to be found in our hearts, if only we would
learn to be still and silent. Our weekly Meditation Group assembles each
Friday at 10.00 am (except the 1% Friday of the month) in the multi-purpose
room at the back of the Church. Everyone is welcome to attend.

'Be otill long encugh. and you will bear God s vocce.




ST MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH - NELSON BAY
PROMOTES SAFEGUARDING, WHICH INVOLVES THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
PROACTIVE, COMMON SENSE AND PRACTICAL IDEAS THAT ENSURE THE SAFETY
OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS IN OUR COMMUNITY.
SAFEGUARDING PROMOTION: FOR ALL SAFEGUARDING CONCERNS WITHIN THE
PARISH, PLEASE CONTACT FR ANTHONY AND DIANNE MARICIC

NO MASS ON TUESDAY, 18TH NOVEMBER 2025
VINNIES CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

With the approach of Christmas, the St Vincent De Paul Society are once again asking for your
assistance for those in our community who are in need. Our Christmas Giving Tree is a reminder
to us all that Christmas is a time when we need to open our hearts. We are asking for gift card
donations from Coles, Woolworths and Aldi to be placed under the tree. These donations will
be placed in our Christmas hampers and given to those families who are finding it difficult to
make ends meet.

The Christmas tree will be place in the church on 15" November. We are accepting donations for the next two
weekends 15t & 16" November and 22" & 23" December. Your generosity has been overwhelming in the past
and Vinnies is most appreciative of the support given to us by the parishioners of St Michael’s. It allows us to
ensure that many families will experience a happy and holy Christmas.

MBER - MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS
& | Coanler

METEALL SOULS

in November we are encouraged to pray for those who have gone before us, family,

and friends. However, it does not end there for we are asked also to pray for those
who may have no one to pray for them. During November, Mass will be offered for
those whose names have been written on the special “November Mass Envelopes”.
Please write the names of your deceased family members and friends clearly and
place them in either collection basket during Mass. November Mass Offering
Envelopes is available at the entrance of the Church.

GOD’S WORD 2026 DAILY REFLECTIONS LITURGICAL DAIRY

Designed to help you keep the Word of God close to your heart in your daily life. This edition, prepared for
Australia and New Zealand, contains the Bible readings for each day of the liturgical year, with reflections by
eminent spiritual writers. Designed to help you keep the word of God close to your heart in daily life. A life-
changing companion to nourish you, help make God's Word the foundation of your life, and empower you to
pray, to live and to share your faith with others. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible Liturgical
information of the day, including feasts and memorials of saints. Space to note down personal reflections, and
important events. Produced in flexi-cover format with attractive colour designs. Available for purchase and pay
at the piety store at the church, costs $20.00 per book.

ATTENTION PARENTS

An adult must accompany children to use the restroom. The safety of your child is very important to us.
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NEXT SUNDAY PRAYERS PLEASE
In your mercy, please pray for those who have died recently, and those whose
OUR LORD JESUS anniversaries occur around this time: Margaret Mary Watkin, Paul Chetcuti,
CHRIST, KING OF THE Charles Chetcuti, Emmanuel Mifsud-Ellul, Juan Mardo, Vince and Caterina
UNIVERSE YEAR C Sporanza, for the sick in our parish: Brenda and Brian Tucker, Damien Brinley,
First Reading Sarlic Trumbli, Maureen Noonan, Clemente Quinajon, David Berkeley, Artemia
2 Samuel 5:1-3 Sheather, Anna Tan, Johny and Alexander Vella and David Campbell.

Responsorial Psalm
Let us go rejoicing to the
house of the Lord.
Second Reading
Colossians 1:12-20
Gospel
Luke 23:35-43

Masses will be offered on request. Due to privacy laws, names of the sick and deceased can only be put
in the bulletin with the permission of the immediate family.

Names on the Sick List will be removed after 4 weeks unless otherwise advised.

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: © The scriptural quotations are taken rfrom the Jerusalem Bible, published and
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of
the publishers. Disclaimer: Unless otherwise stoted, advertisements placed in this newsletter are by independent third
parties who have no legal relationship with the Diocese of Maitland- Newcastle. The activities or services of the
advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way bg the Diocese. The Diocese is not able to endorse the advertisers,
or the service provided and makes no representation about such matters. Accordin%ly, the Diocese cannot accept any
responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. Text Excerpts
from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2012, International Commission on Eni;'lish in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved. Prayer taken from Liturgy Help © 2024. Images were taken from Liturgy Help, Caritas
and Microsoft Clip Art. All rights reserved. Copyright @ 2024 NAPCAN.



MESSAGE OF THE HOLY FATHER FOR THE 9th WORLD DAY OF THE POOR
33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 16 November 2025

You are my hope (cf. Ps 71:5)

1. “You, O Lord, are my hope” (Ps 71:5). These words well up from a heart burdened by grave
hardship: “You have made me see many troubles and calamities” (v. 20), the Psalmist exclaims. At
the same time, his heart remains open and confident; steadfast in faith, he acknowledges the
support of God, whom he calls “a rock of refuge, a strong fortress” (v. 3). Hence, his abiding trust
that hope in God never disappoints: “In you, Lord, | take refuge; | shall never be put to shame” (v. 1).
Amid life’s trials, our hope is inspired by the firm and reassuring certainty of God’s love, poured into
our hearts by the Holy Spirit. That hope does not disappoint (cf. Rom 5:5). Thus Saint Paul could write
to Timothy: “To this end we toil and struggle, because we have our hope set on the living God” (1 Tim
4:10). The living God is in fact “the God of hope” (Rom15:13), and Christ, by his death and
resurrection, has himself become “our hope” (1 Tim 1:1). We must never forget that we were saved
in this hope, and need to remain firmly rooted therein.

2. The poor can be witnesses to a strong and steadfast hope, precisely because they embody itin
the midst of uncertainty, poverty, instability and marginalization. They cannot rely on the security of
power and possessions; on the contrary, they are at their mercy and often victims of them. Their
hope must necessarily be sought elsewhere. By recognizing that God is our first and only hope, we
too pass from fleeting hopes to a lasting hope. Once we desire that God accompany us on the
journey of life, material wealth becomes relativized, for we discover the real treasure that we need.
The words that the Lord Jesus spoke to his disciples remain forceful and clear: “Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal;
but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consume and where
thieves do not break in and steal” (Mt 6:19-20).

3. The gravest form of poverty is not to know God. As Pope Francis wrote in Evangelii Gaudium: “The
worst discrimination which the poor suffer is the lack of spiritual care. The great majority of the poor
have a special openness to the faith; they need God and we must not fail to offer them his friendship,
his blessing, his word, the celebration of the sacraments and a journey of growth and maturity in the
faith” (No. 2000). Here we see a basic and essential awareness of how we can find our treasure in
God. As the Apostle John insists: “If anyone says, ‘| love God,’ but hates his brother, he is a liar; for
whoever does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen” (1
Jn4:20).

This is a rule of faith and the secret of hope: all this earth’s goods, material realities, worldly
pleasures, economic prosperity, however important, cannot bring happiness to our hearts. Wealth
often disappoints and can lead to tragic situations of poverty — above all the poverty born of the
failure to recognize our need for God and of the attempt to live without him. A saying of Saint
Augustine comes to mind: “Let all your hope be in God: feel your need for him, and let him fill that
need. Without him, whatever you possess will only make you all the more empty” (Enarr. inPs., 85:3).



4. The word of God tells us that Christian hope is certainty at every step of life’s journey, since itdoes
not depend not on our human strength but upon the promise of God, who is always faithful. For this
reason, from the beginning, Christians have identified hope with the symbol of the anchor, which
provides stability and security. Christian hope is like an anchor that grounds our hearts in the
promise of the Lord Jesus, who saved us by his death and resurrection and will come again among
us. This hope continues to point us toward the “new heavens” and the “new earth” (2 Pet3:13) as the
true horizon of our existence, where every life will find its authentic meaning, for our real homeland
is in heaven (cf. Phil 3:20).

The city of God, therefore, impels us to improve the cities of men and women. Our own cities must
begin to resemble his. Hope, sustained by God’s love poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
(cf. Rom 5:5), turns human hearts into fertile soil where charity for the life of the world can blossom.
The Church’s tradition has constantly insisted on the circular relationship between the three
theological virtues of faith, hope and charity. Hope is born of faith, which nourishes and sustains it
on the foundation of charity, the mother of all virtues. All of us need charity, here and now. Charity is
not just a promise; it is a present reality to be embraced with joy and responsibility. Charity engages
us and guides our decisions towards the common good. Conversely, those who lack charity not only
lack faith and hope; they also rob their neighbors of hope.

5. The biblicat summons to hope thus entails the duty to shoulder our responsibilities in history,
without hesitation. Charity, in fact, “is the greatest social commandment” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, No. 1889). Poverty has structural causes that must be addressed and eliminated.
In the meantime, each of us is called to offer new signs of hope that will bear witness to Christian
charity, just as many saints have done over the centuries. Hospitals and schools, for instance, were
institutions established to reach out to the most vulnerable and marginalized. These institutions
should be a part of every country’s public policy, yet wars and inequalities often prevent this from
happening. Today, signs of hope are increasingly found in care homes, communities for minors,
centers for listening and acceptance, soup kitchens, homeless shelters and low-income schools.
How many of these quiet signs of hope often go unnoticed and yet are so important for setting aside
our indifference and inspiring others to become involved in various forms of volunteer work!

The poor are not a distraction for the Church, but our beloved brothers and sisters, for by their lives,
their words and their wisdom, they put us in contact with the truth of the Gospel. The celebration of
the World Day of the Poor is meant to remind our communities that the poor are at the heart of all
our pastoral activity. This is true not only of the Church’s charitable work, but also of the message
that she celebrates and proclaims. God took on their poverty in order to enrich us through their
voices, their stories and their faces. Every form of poverty, without exception, calls us to experience
the Gospel concretely and to offer effective signs of hope.

6. This, then, is the invitation extended to us by this Jubilee celebration. It is no coincidence that the
World Day of the Poor is celebrated towards the end of this year of grace. Once the Holy Door is
closed, we are to cherish and share with others the divine gifts granted us throughout this entire year
of prayer, conversion and witness. The poor are not recipients of our pastoral care, but creative
subjects who challenge us to find novel ways of living out the Gospel today. In the face of new forms
of impoverishment, we can risk becoming hardened and resigned. Each day we encounter poor or
impoverished people. We too may have less than before and are losing what once seemed secure:
a home, sufficient food for each day, access to healthcare and a good education, information,
religious freedom and freedom of expression.



In this promotion of the common good, our social responsibility is grounded in God’s creative act,
which gives everyone a share in the goods of the earth. Like those goods, the fruits of human labor
should be equally accessible to all. Helping the poor is a matter of justice before a question of
charity. As Saint Augustine observed: “You give bread to a hungry person; but it would be better if
none were hungry, so that you would have no need to give it away. You clothe the naked, but would
that all were clothed and that there be no need for supply this lack” (In I loan., 8:5).

It is my hope, then, that this Jubilee Year will encourage the development of policies aimed at
combatting forms of poverty both old and new, as well as implementing new initiatives to support
and assist the poorest of the poor. Labor, education, housing and health are the foundations of a
security that will never be attained by the use of arms. | express my appreciation for those initiatives
that already exist, and for the efforts demonstrated daily on the international level by great numbers
of men and women of good will.

Let us entrust ourselves to Mary Most Holy, Comforter of the Afflicted and, with her, let us raise a
song of hope as we make our own the words of the Te Deum: “In you, O Lord, is our hope, and we
shall never hope invain.”

From the Vatican, 13 June 2025, Memorial of Saint Anthony of Padua, Patron Saint of the Poor

LEO PP. XIV
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